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Steven Dolmatz
VACHEL LINDSAY CO NSIDERS KANSAS
In a sma ll  w in d o w
at  the  soft  lip o f  the  prair ie ,
Vachel  L indsay  in a to r n  u n de r sh i r t  
l ooks  ou t  on  the  long  b r o w n  grass  
o f  E m p o r i a  Kansas ,  
his beau t i ful  head bowed .
T h e  k n o t t e d  legs tha t  b o r e  h im 
f ro m  Illinois to  N ew  M e xic o  
in tha t  sco rc he r  o f  1912, 
ha ng  like two  eels 
f rom a f rayed  line.
T h a t  a f t e r n o o n  he read 
f rom the  g y m n a s i u m  f loor,  
rows o f  fu tu re  t eacher s  
bo b b in g  to every line, 
b o o m i n g  ou t  the chorus es  
o f  p o p u l i s m  a n d  pen tecost .
Th e  p o r t e n t o u s  w o rd s  
sway ing t h r o u g h  sta lks  
o f  thei r  yo u th fu l  crop .
Si t t ing  on  the  edge o f  the  bed,  
Vachel  L indsay  ho lds  o u t  his h a n d s  
to w a r d  the  f aint  light o f  a field 
harves t ing  so m e  five miles away .
He can  not  sleep
for  the ga t h e r in g  o f  locusts  out side ,  
but  wai t s  fo r  thei r  wings 
to be a r  h im aw a y  
th r o u g h  the d a r k  whis t l ing  air.
52
